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Want to $ave Money with Your Saltwater Pool? * 
Basic Chemistry: Saltwater pools can be low maintenance, low chemical usage and pleasant 
to use and own, IF you have stable Calcium Hardness (CH) and Total Alkalinity, (TA). Then 
as the pH rises (as it always does in Saltwater Chlorinated pools), you need only add cheap 
Pool Acid or Sodium bisulfate. (pH reducer) That’s all. No large doses of expensive chemicals. 
How? 
Make Langelier Saturation Index (LSI) Your Friend!  
(ask your pool shop to advise you)  
The use of LSI is a very good measure of the overall pool water balance at any time. Think 
of “LSI”, like a “Project Manager” looking after and co ordinating; carpenters, bricklayers, 
plumbers and electricians etc on a house build. The Project Manager sees everything that 
goes on and makes sure it’s done to specification and on time and on budget etc.   
In your pool, the LSI is looking at ALL the pool water chemistry key components; pH, 
Temperature, Calcium Hardness, Total Alkalinity, TDS (salt concentration) and CYA and then 
seeing if they are working well together or not.  
The correct LSI range all year is - 0.3 to + 0.3. If too low water is “corrosive” and 
too high “scaling”, and therefore OUT of chemical balance, even if you have clear 
sparkling water. 
When CH and TA are stable (easy to do) then all you need to think about is pH and keeping 
it in the range 7.2 – 7.6 year-round. And acid (or pH reducer), is cheap.  
You can see in the table below how stable the LSI is when CH and TA are higher. And as the 
pool water temperature changes in the seasons, check the pH (easy to test, weekly), just add 
pool acid to keep the pH in the range of 7.2 – 7.6  
 

That’s it! Easy as! 
Your pool shop may want 
to talk you out of this 
process, as it will reduce 
their sales. However, if you 
really want to save your 
hard-earned money, then 
follow this. 
Visit: pooladvise.com.au 
for more details about LSI 
and other pool, money 
saving ideas and 
information. 
*  The info on page 1, is the 
standard pool water chemistry 

recommendation as per the shop and is very helpful to understand the basics. But it is also 
for the benefit of the pool shop to sell you chemicals as well. On this page there is a $ saving 
alternative approach. Try it and see the savings. 
 


